Chapter |
Chapter II
Chapter IlI

Chapter IV

Chapter V

Chapter VI

Table of Contents

Dedication
Acknowledgements

Family History and Childhood Years
Navy Years

Career, Marriage and Fatherhood
Family Times

Jeanne, Douglas, John and Marilyn
Family Vacations

The Family Grows Up

Becoming Grandparents

Preparing to Retire

Nevada

The Garden

Rock Hounding and More

The Later Years

Travel Adventures

Mexico

Italy

England, Ireland and Scotland
Hawaii

France

England Revisited
Paris Again
Spain

Portugal

Back to Spain
Japan

China

Ten Poems by James Lee Fowler

References
Grateful Memory

Page
Page

Page
Page
Page
Page

Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page

Page

Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page

3
4-5

7

11

14

15

15
17
19
23
25
27
29
34
41

43

45
46
48
53
54
62
64
70
76
79
88
93

Page 101

Page 108
Page 109






In re memb rance of James Lee Fowler and dedicated in love to
his children and grandchildren

The

Grandchildren

Cheryl Lynn, 20

William Loy, 15



OS$/) 4 . | ATAbdte to James Lee Fowler, 1929 -2003is a publication of
Lifescapes, a life writing program sponsored by the Washoe County Library
System, the University of Nevada Department of English, and the Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute of the University of Nevada, Reno, Extended Studies.

The Lifescapes Program, begun in 2000, was conceived and directed
by Dr. Stephen Tchudi, University of Nevada, Reno, English
Department, Emeritus, and Julie Machado, Branch Manager of the
Sparks Library.

This Program is supported by a grant from Nevada Humanities

Copyright © 2008 by the Author, Jeanne Fowler

For additional Lifescapes writing, visit:
www.lifescapesmemoirsnet

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Nevada, Reno
401 W. Second Street
Suite 235
Reno, NV 89503

ﬁ
)>
-
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute

University of Nevada, Reno | Extended Studies



James and Jeanne, 1980

My gratitude and appreciation to the Lifescapes Class at
ElderCollege/Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Nevada,
Reno, for their help in the journey of creating this book. | appreciate the
truly remarkable encouragement and inspiration of the instructors, Margo
Daniels and Esther Early. | am most grateful to Margo Daniels for her
careful editing of my manuscript.

October, 2008



Roses from Our Garden
Watercolor b y Jeanne Fowler



Chapter |

FAMILY HISTORY AND CHILDHOOD YEARS

. T OEET ¢ AAT OO *Ai A0 xAO 1T OAETAOU 10O

help us understand him. He was born at Shawnee, Oklahoma, Novembed, 1929
to Carl and Artie Riley Fowler, who had recently come from Mississippi and
Alabama.*

Jimmie at nine
months with his
mother, Artie

Shawnee was, in 929 part of the 1920s Oklahoma oil boom, a railroad hub for
Santa Fe Depot, and an important agrialture center. Due to the economic
slowdown brought on by the Great Depression, Carl was laid off by the railroad
shop where he worked. Carl decided to go to Fresno, California, where he found
work and a home for his family. Farming andthe land was inthe heart of Carl
Fowler. # AOT AT family édasitddofdamess, and three sisters, Nora4,
Edith 2, and baby Betty.*

The Rileys had a background of scholarship: it is apocryphally said there was
attendance at Trinity College in Dublin. William Maurice Riley indeed had a bent
toward learning; he became a teacher there on the frontier and was an
accomplished linguist, with Latin, Greek, French, German and lItalian to his credit.
(James Lee Fowler was also gifted in languages, like his gregtandfather, fluent in
Spanish, French, German, Italianand Portuguese and studying Japanese, Latin
and Greek before he died.) William MauriceRiley, it has been humorously noted,
was an accomplished ventriloquist. He and his grown son fought in the
Confederate Army during the Civil War. During the war period he lost both his
son and wife. When he returnedfrom the war, he married Ann Steele and their
offspring, William B.G.G. Riley (the initials were for a strange set of given names:
Benendez, Gortez, Garfiad) was* A | dré&ndfather; his wife Lula Estes, was of the
same Border Country background as weré¢ A [ Ba@dhal grandparents, the
Fowlers and the Chisholms.*
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"1 OE * Al AAte Riey addfadh@r Carl Fowlerwere from large families,
not uncommon on the frontier at that time. His father was the second child, with
an elder brother, two younger brothers, and four sisters. His mother was the
eldest in her family, with four brothers and two sisters.*

* AT A0S A£A OE A anclésirefurnéal¥rom Jal#®rnia Efr a summer of
work, and a decision was reached that the family would move to Fresno,
California. The excitement increased when a giant step was taken toward the goal:
their Chevrolet car was traded for a1930Chevrolet truck. The big trip began early
in December1936and lasted17 days.*

They settled in a home on Muscat Avenue in Fresno. James Lee was called
Jimmie by his family, and he was enrolled in first grade at De Wolf School, a two
room school with 1% through 8" grades. This sclol was acitadel of learning for
Jimmie. His first teacher, Mrs. Kennedy, taught the first four grades in thedittle
roomo6$ A 711 £80 1T OEAO £ 00 Ggydobis,dvdichwAOA OAOCEOD |
actually the same size as the little room. Four grades to @om allowed Jimmie to
do his own work first and listen and learn from the advanced grades.*

He was soon recognized as an outstanding student. Learning for Jimmie was
not the monkey on his back, but the hobby horse he rode. His most precious
possessiorwas his library card. Mrs. Kennedy was a DeWolf school legend/iho
taught at the school for many years; possibly she might have been there close to
OEA AAOA 11 OEA AEOEAUA10A86 OEBAAROBDARBRCxXxEEAE
symmetrical with two large garage sized doors between the two rooms that could
be raised to make one large room. This expanded mode was used for events like
Public School week and the evening citizenship classes for the several Armenian
and Japanese emigrants in the district.*

JmmieET ET AA - 008 +ATTAAU8O ZAZEOOO COAAA Al AOG
that time she was just a powerful presence for Jimmigtelling everyone what to do
and correcting those who went astray. At a DeWolf reunion 50years later, Jimmie
recalled thesetimes and incidents. At that same reunion, he recounted for those
present how his friend Frankie Stepovich and he had pulled the bell rope up to
prevent its being rung while they were in the belfry (climbing up to the bell was an
outrageously illegal act). It is my understanding that, by some miracle, no one ever
discoveredwho had pulled up the bell rope.*

In 1943 the family, which now included Barbara, age5, and Raymond, age?,
moved to alO0acre parcel to raise vegetables for market. Jimmie was erfed in
the seventh grade at Fresno Colony Fresno Colony was full of memories-Mr.
Brodersen and the poetry he introduced:Invictush * T ET - Zehrdvefek] AS O
and the project books created withtheir hand printed words and the illustrations
cut from magazines.*



The summer after the class 0fLl943
graduated, Jimmie and his father and their
new 1941Chevrolet truck started a new
enterprise: hauling and peddling
watermelons to the shipyard town of
Richmond. Their first load of dark green
Klondikes to Richmond was a great success
and they continued to take watermelons to
Richmond until after World War 1l was over.
The family moved that winter. They
purchaseda home and twenty acres, a place
they always called Blackstone.*

Jimmie in 8 " Grade

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE

Jimmie looked forward to Clovis High School and he enrolled in the fall of
1944 He remembered his first contact, registration day and making his own
choices to take Spanish, Agculture , Math or History. Jimmie chose acollege prep
course in the Science field, more specifically inPhysics andMathematics. James
graduated from Clovis High School in Junel948 with a graduation class 0f92, and
he enjoyed, in later years, attending his high school reunions tovisit with his
friends and to reflect on his own path in life.

After high school graduation James attended Fresno State University, where he
decided to pursue his fascination and passion foScience, Physics and
Mathematics and to earn a degree irPhysics. The young James entered college,
and found himself not properly prepared for an upper levelTrigonometry class and
instead of giving up, he found a second hand book and felt it was a challenge to
conguer. He carried his book around and poured himself nto it at every spare
moment. This type of determination set the pattern for his learning throughout
his life. Later in life he started German Il without German | and used the same
technique. He was a student ofScience for the rest of his life, and renmained in
contact with some of his fellow Physics classmates. There was always a special
connection when he encountered a fellow scientist on his life journey.



He was in his senior year in college 19521953 during the Korean War when
he decided to go nto the navy and applied for Officers Candidate School. After a
series of tests and interviews he was accepted to attend Officers Candidate School
at Newport, Rhode Island. James graduated from Fresno State University with a
B.S. degree in Physics and Mhematics on Junel0 1952
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Chapter Il
NAVY

James entered the US Navy on Octobe23, 1952and four months later, after
Ai i DI AOET C 1 AEE A A O&%B, Jarieh Wak dsdighell fodltgEtb | 1 E T
serve aboard the USS Wikie, a destroyer in the Korean conflict. He was ordered to
fly to Japan and travel to Midway to report aboard the Wiltsie, as the electronics
officer.

Ensign Fowler, 1953

At that time the Wiltsie was engaged in patrolling the Formosa Strait and
operating off the North Korean coast and would shift to Wonsan interdicting the
AT AT U o6 O60PPI U TETAO AU CcO1T EEOA AT A AlT AEAA

On June3, 1953 the Wiltsie and sister ship, Chandler DD717, had destroyed a
train near Tanchon and communist shore batteries took the Wiltsie under fire off
711 OAT OAT OET ¢ A EEO i1 OEA AAOGOOT UAOBO £EATC
casualties. On June15", the Wiltsie evacuated 13 Korean civilians from Yo-Do
Island and James was parf the evacuation group on Yedo Island. This was a
very exciting time and experience for the young ensign.

Eventually, a cease fire in Korea was negotiated, but hostilities continued up to

the minute the truce was to take effect, July27, 1953 The Wiltsie remained in
Wonsan until August 6, 1953

11



Following the armistice the Wiltsie operated off Japan, Korea and Okinawa and
they visited such ports as Yokosuka, Kobe and Sasebo in Japan, Hong Kong and
Manila in the Philippines. The Wiltsie was also partof the carrier task force
patrolling the Taiwan Straits to prevent the communist Chinese incursions against
Taiwan. James had the experience of going ashore as a courier in Taiwan. The
Wiltsie returned to Long Beach, California, for a regular overhaul andrepairs with
a 30day stop at Pearl Harbor, which was a wonderful place to spen80 days.

Later James would delight our children with his sea stories and a particlar
FAOT OEOA xAO AAIT OO0 a &Rerybiflibndradlobicer whoA D OAET "
seemed to make instant and correct decisions in any set of circumstances and who
was held in greatesteemby his officers and crew.

(Taptain Barry and the Matsue Lodgé-- Captain Barry invited his officers to
accompany him to an evening out andhavedinner at the Matsue Lodge located in
the mountains of Japan Included in the party was Myron McCallum, the
electronics| £ZFEAAO AAT AOA OEA # E AffolhFrdsto. AHeA A AOEAIT
two missed transport with the rest of the party and found themselves at the
Officers Club trying to arrange transport. They ran into a British Colonel at the
bar and he heard about their situation and told them he had access to the motor
pool. Hewould arrange their transport. It was pointed out that James and Myron
were ensigns and not entitled to the motor pool. The British Officer said,
O. 11 Ohdud@Lommanderdd *AT A0 Al x AUOapdpér BritishEA OOT OL
accent. The yaing ensigns were waiting at the Matsue Lodge when Captain Barry
and his party arrived.
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